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Welcome from the Director of Alternative Provision

It has been a busy two terms since we came back in September. I would like to take this

opportunity to thank our fantastic staff team who work so hard to support our young people

and provide them with a positive experience of school. We appreciate the many messages

of thanks that we receive from parents/carers - it really does make a difference to the team

to hear how we are helping your child.

We say a sad goodbye to Lewis Skyers, a teacher at St George's, who is leaving us to take up

a promoted post in a new school. Lewis has long been involved with the alternative

provision in a number of different roles. He is a valued colleague and will be greatly missed

at St George’s where he has taught KS3, delivered a cross curricular creative curriculum,

developed nurture provision and more recently taught KS4 Maths. I know that you will join

me in saying thank you for his commitment to our students and in wishing him all the best in

the next steps of his career.

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank our parents and carers for your support as

we have settled into our new centres. We look forward to seeing you at the start of next

term during the RESET day on 6th January. Staff across the school really value these

opportunities to meet with you and plan how best to support your child moving forward. It's

an important chance to catch up and start our work as a team to explore the next best steps

for your young person.

This newsletter is a celebration of all that our young people have achieved this year so far, 

meeting and often exceeding our 'ready, respectful and safe' expectations.

The whole team join me in wishing you a restful holiday and all the very 

best for 2025.

Emma Gundry



Rutherford House – KS1 & 2 

What's been happening across the school?

Oak Class have been busy settling into new 

routines this term and learning about their 

emotions. In topic lessons, we have focused on 

superheroes. The children loved Supertato and 

even made their  own figures to make their  own 

adventures. Everyone loved learning about Rosa 

Parks too and all worked together to act out what 

they had learned. They have been  having lots of 

fun in the build up to Christmas, it's been a super 

busy term.

Centre Manager: Mr. B Simms

SLT link: Mr. C Ellyatt

In Maple Class new students who 

need support with transition into 

Altus are welcomed into their new 

school.  They have time to get to 

know new staff and students 

before moving into their main 

class.

In Birch Class this term, several new 

pupils have joined us as they settle into life 

at Rutherford House. The pupils in Birch 

have been progressing with their individual 

learning plans, covering areas such as 

number bonds to 10, subtracting past 10, 

sentence structure, 'This is Me' and 

Superheroes.



Willow Class have also been learning about 

superheroes this term. 

Their focus has been on heroes throughout history, and 

we looked at Rosa Parks' contribution towards the Civil 

Rights Movement in America. This prompted interesting 

and respectful discussions surrounding race, racism 

and how much difference one person can make. They 

also created some Pop Art inspired portraits of Rosa 

Park. Alongside this, each student chose a hero within 

history, researched their life as well as their impact on 

history to write a biography of that person. The heroes 

that they chose were Anne Frank, David Bowie, 

Abraham Lincoln, Martin Luther King Jnr and Mahatma 

Ghandi. Some fantastic work in Willow class this term!

In Beech Class, the children have written 

some really exciting stories based around 

their own made-up Superheroes. Jack's two 

characters - Catverine and Mighty Sammy 

certainly got up to some eventful adventures! 

The children published these stories using 

Microsoft Word. In Maths they have been 

looking at place value up to 10 million, and 

using this knowledge to inform their 

calculations.

In science they've been carrying out 

investigations around forces. The Pop Art 

paintings and images the children have 

produced have been bright and bold.

Students enjoying their PE 
lessons at Hartpury College

Weekly Forest School provides 
students with the chance to 
work together outdoors – come 
rain or shine!



Children at Rutherford House visited Gloucester cathedral and took part in the 

'Once Upon a Star' nativity trail which told the Christmas story. The children 

were filled with awe and wonder at the beautifully decorated cathedral. They 

loved following the trail and finding the stars to find Jesus in the manger. They 

were very respectful and reflective during the visit . It was a lovely atmosphere 

and everyone left feeling happy and 'Christmassy'.

Christmas at Rutherford House

Both pupils and staff enjoyed a brilliant performance 

of "Cinderella" at the Tewkesbury Roses Theatre for 

their annual pantomime trip. Everyone loved 

listening to the songs and joining in with the call and 

response from the actors - oh no they didn't! 

Students also had tasty ice-cream in the interval. A 

great day out for us all to get into the festive spirit.



KS3 – Active Learning at Ryeleaze

At Ryeleaze, the Selsley group went out on active learning.  The children have built a 

secret den over a number of weeks; you can see from the photos the progress from 

start to finish and the hard work they have put in.  Great team work, creative thinking 

and problem solving skills on show!



In transition, students started the 

year by completing a scheme of work 

on what makes up a community, 

looking at key aspects such as 

amenities, diversity, barriers to 

access, and what makes an inclusive 

community. Students took a 

particular interest in researching 

communities relevant to their lives 

and exploring what is on offer on their 

own doorstep.

We then moved on to a scheme of work exploring 

the overarching question, "Why are rights 

important?" In this scheme, students took both a 

global perspective by studying the history of human 

rights and researching the state of human rights in a 

country of their choice. They also examined the 

state of rights in education by looking at schools in 

different parts of the world before focusing on the 

UK .

KS3 Transition – Russet House & Ryeleaze

Subject Lead: Mr. B Curwen

KS3 & 4 Maths

Subject Lead: Mrs K Cross

In KS3 Maths this term we have been learning all about 

proportion. Students have been working hard studying 

fractions, decimals, percentages, and ratios.

Many KS3 students are engaging in and feeling 

successful in Maths for the first time. Their Maths 

folders are bursting at the seams with all their 

achievements, and we are very proud of the engagement 

and effort of every student.

In KS4 students began the term working on measures including 

perimeter, area, volume and telling the time. KS4 students then 

moved on to fractions and percentages. Some students found this 

topic tricky, but they have impressed us all term with their 

perseverance and resilience.



Subject Lead: Ms Paula Le Marechal

KS3 students have been sampling and 

tasting chocolate and learning all about the 

origins of this delicious treat!  Engagement 

with our chocolate topic has been great this 

half term. The children have learnt about 

different descriptive writing techniques and 

then re-written extracts from Charlie and 

the Chocolate Factory.  They have then 

designed their own chocolate bars, have 

written instructions on how to make them 

and will be making these over the next week. 

KS3 & 4 English

Coming soon...

Thanks to ‘Read for Good’, 

we will have some brand 

new books  to our KS3 

centres coming soon!! 

At KS4 students been 

preparing for their functional 

skills exams (some fantastic 

we have had too this term!) 



KS4 – Amazing Art Work!

Students have the opportunity to take GCSE Art and Design 

or the Gateway Creative Industries pathway.  Their work is of 

a brilliant standard and shows off great skill.



KS4 Science

Subject Lead: Mr R Clemow

Year 10 have been investigating the properties of 

materials and how each element is built out of 

subatomic particles. They researched the different 

types of cells in plants/animals and have seen how 

water moves throughout a plant. Students then 

learnt about theoretical wave properties and the full 

use of the electromagnetic spectrum in everyday life. 

They finish term 2 by understanding the way forces 

act on objects and how energy is transferred 

throughout the Universe.

Year 11 students started the year by looking into 

healthy lifestyles, they learnt about the dangers of 

smoking and how the lack of exercise can cause 

damage to the body. They investigated pathogen 

forms and grew bacteria in a petri dish. Some 

students dissected a heart and a brave few tested 

‘Altus-urine’ for diabetes. They all learnt about 

Nuclear Physics and the types of radiation that they 

may come across in their working lives. 

Students finish term 2 by looking into the Earth's 

ecosystem and atmosphere.



BTEC Level 1 Introductory in Hair and Beauty

This term both year 10 and 11 have been working towards 

achieving their HB9 unit – carrying out a treatment. This unit 

gives learners the opportunity to develop and practice the 

practical skills used to carry out a hair and beauty treatment, 

in a realistic working environment. The girls have been busy 

demonstrating techniques in creating a range of styles for 

their ‘styling hair’ task, before completing their final 

assessment. Some of the finished looks can be seen below:

Gateway Sport and Active Leisure

Students have been developing skills, 

techniques, and tactics for individual and 

team sports with research taking place in 

the classroom and performance to 

improve mentally and physically in 

practical sessions. They have had the 

chance to understand rules, scoring 

systems, and officials' roles that underpin 

the governing bodies regulations. They will 

record and analyse performance data, 

design tools to assess strengths and areas 

for improvement, and evaluate another 

individual or team to improve performance 

of individual skills but also within 

competitive situations.



WJEC GCSE Hospitality and Catering

In Food Technology students have been studying 

why food safety and personal hygiene are so 

important in the food catering business. They have 

also understood why food commodities are 

essential for a nutritious and balanced diet that fits 

in with the 5 a Day and Eatwell Guide. 

There has been consideration of safe working 

practices and why teamwork and cohesion are so 

important in the kitchen, so the cooking process is 

a smooth operation and an effective process. 

Students have been pushed to the limits with food 

preparation, culinary skills and what 

constitutes  ideal vs exceptional presentation that 

the consumer will always desire especially when 

paying for the service. Chicken Ballotine with 

Duchess Potatoes and Blistered Tomatoes, Goat 

Curry with Jamaican Rice and Peas and Fried 

Dumplings and Homemade Cornish Pasties were 

some of the favourites.



Students across the school 

marked Remembrance Day.

Community Participation

Ryeleaze students 

have been enjoying 

their visits to Abbey 

Home farm this 

term.

Staff and students at Rutherford House got dressed up 

to raise money for Children in Need, while in St 

George's, students baked cakes for the Macmillan 

Coffee Morning back in September.

At Russet House, students marked Anti Bullying 

Week, creating posters for display across their 

Centre.

On Tuesday 17th December, as part 

of  English KS4 at Eastbrook Road, 

students had a visitor come and 

talk to Year 10 and 11s  about the 

importance of English qualifications 

when going into the construction 

industry.

Jack Taylor, one of the directors 

from APEX Groundworks spoke; the 

students were very engaged and 

asked Jack a variety of questions 

about construction.



Safeguarding Information

Our Designated Safeguarding Lead is Debbie Kirkham. She is 

supported by a wider safeguarding team. If you have any 

concerns about your child’s safety or wellbeing you can 

contact Debbie or her team who are there to support.

Online Gaming

Be vigilant about children’s online gaming.

Internet Matters said its latest study had found 

that 42% of parents said they were less strict with their children and their online 

activity over Christmas.

Online games can be a fun escape, but they’re also a space where scammers and 

predators operate. Here's how you can help keep your child safe:

· Warn about too-good-to-be-true offers: Scammers often promise free in-game 

currency or items. Teach your child to avoid clicking on external links or sharing login 

details.

· Set boundaries for in-game communication: Encourage them to only interact with 

friends they know in real life and to avoid sharing personal information like their age, 

school, or location.

· Monitor in-app purchases: Discuss with your child why they should avoid making 

purchases without your consent.

· Stay informed: Regularly check parental controls on games and consoles and use 

tools that limit communication from strangers.  

  

Understanding changes for Instagram teen accounts

Instagram continues to introduce features to protect teen users, but understanding 
these changes can help you support your child’s online experience:

• Default privacy settings: Teen accounts are now private by default. Ensure your 
child hasn’t changed their account to public and discuss why privacy is 
important.

• Screen time tools: Instagram has a dashboard to monitor and limit screen time. 
Work together with your child to set healthy boundaries.

• Restricting unwanted interactions: Instagram actively limits the visibility of 
teen accounts to adults they don’t know. Check your child’s followers list and 
encourage them to block or report suspicious accounts.

• Encourage healthy content use: Explore Instagram’s features that allow teens 
to see less sensitive content and discuss the importance of taking breaks from 
social media.



Getting Help

We want to ensure that you have all the information you need to keep your child 

safe. If you ever have a safeguarding concern or worry about your child's well-

being, or the well-being of any child, here's what you can do:

 Contact Our School's Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL):

1.Debbie Kirkham – debbie.kirkham@altusschool.org.uk

2.Our DSL is specially trained to handle safeguarding concerns and can offer 

advice and support.

1.Emergency Situations:

1.If you believe a child is in immediate danger, please contact the emergency 

services straight away by dialing 999.

2.If a child goes missing and they are under 10 call 999 immediately. If they 

are a little older, please act immediately to try and find them and contact the 

police if necessary.

Other useful numbers

 Childline (24 hours u18s) 08001111

NSPCC 08008005000

Shout (Immediate help) – Text 85258

Kidscape (Bullying & How to cope) 02077303300

Young Minds (Emotional support) 0800 8025544

Papyrus (Young suicide prevention) 08000884141



Looking ahead to Term 3
Staff return to school on Monday 6th January when they look forward to 

meeting with you in the RESET meetings.  Staff will have been in touch to 

arrange a parent/carer meeting.  This is an important opportunity to review 

your child’s progress and set targets for their next steps.  We look forward to 

welcoming you into school.

All students start timetables on Tuesday 7th January.

Stay connected!

You can find out what’s happening in school throughout the year by 

following us on social media.  You can find us on Facebook, 

Instagram and X/Twitter.

By following us you can easily stay up to date with what staff and 

students are up to, as well as get more information about school 

holidays, local support and emergency closures for example.

For more general information about the school you can visit our 

website www.altusschool.org.uk 

Do you want to get more involved in school life?  We are looking for volunteers!

The Management Committee oversees the running of the school.  It is a volunteer body 

who work alongside the school’s leaders to agree the aims, policies and priorities of 

the Altus School.  We would welcome any parents and carers who would like to join 

this group.

Our chair of the management committee is Lyn Dance.  Lyn has worked in special 

schools in Gloucestershire for over 30  years and brings a wealth of leadership 

experience to the role.

You will also work alongside staff members, as well as volunteers from the local 

community, including our Vice Chair, Philippa Dancey.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year.  See you again in 

2025!

http://www.altusschool.org.uk/
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